
Visit Appleby-
in-Westmorland

The ancient market town of Appleby-in-Westmorland has kept 
its old world charm. A walk up the picturesque main street of 
Boroughgate, described as one of the finest in England, can transport 
you back into Medieval England with the peace and quiet of 
beautiful riverside walks and picnic areas within five minutes of the 
town centre. 

For several centuries, Appleby was the county town of Westmorland. 
With the creation of Cumbria in 1974, the name of the town was 
changed to preserve the name of the ancient county as a reminder 
of the town’s heritage.

The new Yorkshire Dales National Park extension is right on the 
town’s doorstep. The Lake District National Park lies to the west of 
Appleby, and its northern and central lakes are within easy reach. 
Hadrian’s Wall, the Scottish borders and the North Pennines (an 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) lie to the east and are all within 
an hour’s drive, making the town an ideal base for a touring holiday. 

NEW BUS

The Settle - Carlisle Railway
Every year, thousands of visitors choose to
arrive in Appleby by means of Britain’s most
spectacular railway - the Settle-Carlisle line.
Opened in 1876, as part of the Midland Railway
route from London to Scotland, the line includes
fourteen tunnels and twenty viaducts, the most
famous of which are at Dent Head and
Ribblehead.

The line was due for closure in the 1980s but
was reprieved after a campaign by local 
supporters and railway enthusiasts from the
whole country. The line is now once again an
integral part of the national rail network, with
several services a day running between Carlisle
and Leeds. 

Appleby’s award-winning station is a few 
minutes walk from the town centre, making it an
ideal starting point for a day’s visit.

Appleby lies at the heart of the Eden Valley and is an
excellent centre for exploring the varied surrounding
landscape on foot, bicycle, car or horseback. 

Appleby is on the North Pennine cycleway and
many of the quiet country roads are part of the
cycle network. Most of the charming villages of 
the area offer resting places and refreshment to 
the traveller. 

Appleby Tourist Information Centre offers 
comprehensive information on walking and
cycling routes in Eden and North Pennines.

Appleby Jazz
From its beginnings in 1989,
Appleby Jazz Festival has
become an essential part of the
British Jazz scene. Every year,
thousands of people make their
way to the beautiful riverside
setting near Bongate Mill to 
listen to some of the most 
exciting and innovative 
musicians in the country. 

Lady Anne Clifford
A pioneering woman of great determination and energy,
Lady Anne Clifford played a major part in shaping
Appleby in the 17th century. The daughter of the Earl of
Cumberland, she inherited her father’s estates and
began a programme of restoration, which included a
series of castles from Skipton, in Yorkshire, to
Brougham, near Penrith in Cumbria.

It was Appleby Castle, which became her favourite
home. As well as restoring the castle she gave 
generously to the refurbishment of the town’s churches
and her memorial stands beside that of her mother in
St Lawrence’s church in Boroughgate. Also in
Boroughgate is St Anne’s Hospital, a group of
almshouses provided for the accommodation of thirteen
widows. The houses are still occupied today and the
courtyard may be visited.

On approaching Brougham Castle on the A66 a 
monument, the Countess Pillar may be seen on the 
roadside bank. This commemorates Lady Anne’s last
meeting with her mother.

A P P L E B Y
I N  W E S T M O R L A N D

For further information
about accommodation in
Appleby contact the
Tourist Information Centre
or visit the Eden website
www.visiteden.co.uk.

Appleby Horse Fair
Appleby Fair is one of Europe’s largest Horse
Fairs. It takes place in early June, in a field
known as Fair Hill, one mile north of the town
centre. Appleby Fair has no formal organisational
control or management.

Fair Hill is covered with hundreds of modern 
caravans, interspersed with the colourful 
traditional Romany vardos. There is also an 
area set aside for market stalls.

Accommodation is at a premium during Fair
Week and it is essential to book well in advance.
Many people choose to stay in other parts of
Eden and travel in for the day by train or car.
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Appleby Tourist 
Information Centre
Moot Hall, Boroughgate, 
Appleby, Cumbria CA16 6YB

Tel: 017683 51177 
Email: tic@applebytown.org.uk

Opening Times: 
The centre is open daily in the 
summer with reduced opening 
times in the winter.

How to get here:
By road: East: Via the A66 Scotch 
Corner direction Penrith. North: M6, exit 
at junction 40 and take A66 and follow 
signs to Appleby. South: M6, exit at 
junction 38 and take B6260 and follow 
signs to Appleby. Appleby town centre 
operates a disc zone for parking (in 
addition to the pay and display car park). 
Free discs can be found in local shops.

By rail: Appleby Station is on the 
Settle to Carlisle Railway and is a 
short distance from the town centre 
(connections to/from Leeds).

For details of all public transport 
contact Traveline 0871 200 22 33 or  
visit www.traveline.org.uk    

Useful websites 
www.visiteden.co.uk  
Lots of useful information on where 
to stay, attractions, events, walking 
and cycling in the Eden district of 
Cumbria.

www.visitappleby.com 

www.applebytown.org.uk

www.applebyfair.org

www.walkeden.org 
Kirkby Stephen Walkers are 
Welcome including walking events.

www.cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk 
Smardale Gill and other local nature 
reserves.

www.sheepfoldscumbria.co.uk 

www.visitlakedistrict.com

www.settle-carlisle.co.uk
Railway times and local walks.

www.edenarts.co.uk
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Lady Anne Clifford

There is a good range of places to stay in and around the town 
from welcoming self-catering cottages to 3 and 4 star hotels and 
award-winning luxury Bed & Breakfast, plus a Youth Hostel in 
nearby Dufton. 

Appleby has a wonderful selection of quality independent shops, 
cafes and delicatessens selling locally produced food and crafts.  The 
Courtyard Gallery hosts an exciting range of original paintings and 
ceramics.

Appleby has two award winning butchers selling locally produced 
high quality meat. The popular Appleby Brewery beer can be 
purchased in the town. Appleby Bakery stock a good range of 
homemade food and Taste of Eden Delicatessen is a specialist in 
Gluten Free. 

The renowned, award-winning Appleby Creamery Cheeses 
manufacture a variety of cheese and have developed brands to sell 
in the area such as Eden Valley Organic Brie and Eden Sunset.

For centuries farmers have made the trek into a town or village to 
sell their produce at market. The lively markets provided essential 
food supplies and were an important focus for the local community. 
Today colourful Farmers’ Markets in Orton and Brough are helping 
to revive the tradition by providing quality produce. The Appleby 
Hub craft market takes place on the last Saturday of every month.

Local Events and AttractionsWalking, Cycling & Activities

Appleby lies at the heart of the Eden Valley and is an excellent 
centre for exploring the varied surrounding landscape on foot, 
bicycle, car or horseback. 

The Dales Highway (finishes in Appleby), The Westmorland Way, 
Lady Anne’s Way, and The Pennine Way are all long distance 
walking routes in and around Appleby.

The town is on the North Pennine, the Lakes and Dales Loop, and 
the Sea-to-Sea cycle routes. Many of the quiet country roads are 
part of the National Cycle Network. Most of the charming villages 
in the area offer resting places and refreshment to the traveller. 
Appleby Tourist Information Centre provides comprehensive 
information on walking and cycling routes in Eden and the North 
Pennines.

For the more energetic there is an indoor swimming pool, gym, 
climbing wall and fully equipped Sports Centre. Visitors are 
welcome to play tennis, squash and bowls at the local clubs.

The 18 hole golf course is unsurpassed for the beauty of its scenery 
and the cricket ground, between the river and the church, is the 
essence of rural England. 

The River Eden is renowned for its trout fishing and the tranquil 
beauty of the riverside walks.

Shopping and Eating

A pioneering woman of great determination and energy, Lady 
Anne Clifford played a major part in shaping Appleby in the 17th 
century. The daughter of the Earl of Cumberland, she inherited 
her father’s estates and began a programme of restoration, which 
included a series of castles from Skipton, in Yorkshire, to Brougham, 
near Penrith in Cumbria. It was Appleby Castle which became her 
favourite home. As well as restoring the castle she gave generously 
to the refurbishment of the town’s churches. Her memorial stands 
next to her burial chamber and beside that of her mother in St 
Lawrence’s church in Boroughgate. The Countess Pillar located on 
the A66 near Brougham Castle commemorates Lady Anne’s last 
parting with her mother.

St Anne’s Hospital Almshouses
Also in Boroughgate is St Anne’s Hospital, a group of almshouses 
provided for the accommodation of thirteen widows. The houses 
are still occupied today and the Chapel in the courtyard may  
be visited. 

St Lawrence’s  Church
The parish church of Appleby was founded shortly after the castle. 
Although it was badly damaged by the Scots in 1388, the church 
was rebuilt and later restored by Lady Anne Clifford in the mid  
17th century.

History and Heritage

Early history
During the 9th century, Viking settlers arrived in the Eden Valley 
and probably established the first homestead near Bongate in 
Appleby (Norse for ‘place with apple trees’) and at many other 
places along the Eden and its tributaries. The Normans recognised 
the advantages of overlooking an important river crossing at 
Appleby and built the defensive stone keep of Appleby Castle on a 
high vantage point. The Clifford family took over the castle in the 
13th century and held it for the next 400 years. 

Appleby Castle
Appleby Castle is in private ownership but it is open to the public. 
The Norman Centre housed in the Castles Keep is due to open in 
Summer 2021. See www.applebycastle.co.uk for more information

Moot Hall
The Moot Hall is central to Appleby’s history. The plaque dated 
1179 commemorates Appleby’s first market charter, the present 
building dating from Tudor times. The Mayor and council still meet 
in the Moot Hall, to conduct official business. 

Appleby Horse Fair
The colourful spectacle of Appleby Horse Fair originated late 18th 
century. Held in June every year at Fair Hill, the event is a cultural 
gathering for travelling people, attracting numbers who come to 
witness horse sales and the tradition of washing horses in the river.

People and Places

Settle-Carlisle Railway 
Every year, thousands of visitors choose to arrive in Appleby by 
means of Britain’s most spectacular railway - the Settle-Carlisle line. 
Opened in 1876, as part of the Midland Railway route from London 
to Scotland, the line includes fourteen tunnels and twenty viaducts, 
the most famous of which are at Dent Head and Ribblehead. 

George Washington
George Washington’s father and two half brothers were educated 
at Appleby Grammar School. He was to have followed in their 
footsteps, but in 1743, on reaching the age at which the two 
older boys had made the long voyage from Virginia, his father 
died suddenly. George Washington was not to make the Atlantic 
crossing, nor to acquire the classical education that schools like 
Appleby excelled at.

Market Square
Appleby developed early as a market town to sell produce from 
the surrounding rural area. The two tall crosses at either end of 
Boroughgate marked the boundary of the market area. High Cross 
was the cheese market and butter was sold from Low Cross. Meat 
and livestock were also sold in the shambles. The bull ring can be 
seen in the exhibition room in the tourist information centre

• Appleby Horse Fair
• Harness Racing
• Appleby Town Carnival

• Appleby Agricultural Show
• Appleby Sparkle day 
• Heritage open days

• Acorn Bank Gardens
• Appleby Castle
• Brough Castle
• Kennedys Chocolates
• Winderwath Gardens
• Abbott Lodge Jersey Ice Cream 

• Larch Cottage Nurseries
• Brougham Castle 
• Brougham Hall
• Appleby Golf Course
• Brough Castle Farm 
 Ice Cream Parlour

Arts in the Landscape
The Primrose Stone at Bongate Mill is one of a series of sculptures 
beside the River Eden, known as Benchmarks. Other outdoor works 
of art include Andy Goldsworthy’s Sheepfolds.

Attractions near Appleby

Annual Events

In 2020 Appleby in Westmorland was recognised as an 
Honorary Quidditch Town as the home of the Appleby 
Arrows . Harry Potter fans will find the banner presented to 
the town outside the Tourist Information Centre.


